Short Bio for Professor Shirley Walters

Shirley Walters is a leading figure in adult and continuing education in South Africa, recognized internationally for her pioneering work. In 1985 she was founding director of the Centre for Adult and Continuing Education (CACE) and, in 2000, the Division for Lifelong Learning (DLL), at University of Western Cape (UWC). The DLL works across faculties, to assist with the implementation of the lifelong learning mission which includes providing access to higher education for many adult learners. 
She is a proponent of lifelong learning within higher education and in the broader society. She was elected over 4 years to chair a regional consortium of civil society, government, business and educational organizations that implemented an annual, month-long Learning Cape Festival which was part of a provincial strategy to develop a learning region. She was appointed for two terms by the Minister of Education as Chairperson of South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA). SAQA is a key national organisation which promotes lifelong learning and facilitates cooperation, collaboration and coordination across education and work at all levels


She has been rated by the National Research Foundation as a B rated scientist, which is a peer review process which acknowledges her as an internationally recognised researcher. Her publications, amongst others,  include edited books on Globalisation, adult education and training: impacts and issues (1997) and with Linzi Manicom Gender in Popular Education: Methods for Empowerment (1996), both published by ZED Books, UK; and most  recently with Linda Cooper Learning/Work: Turning Work and Lifelong Learning inside out, (2009) HSRC Press, Cape Town
She received her doctorate from the University of Cape Town in 1986.  She was inducted into the International Adult and Continuing Education (IACE) Hall of Fame in 2005, which is a USA based initiative, and awarded a doctorate (HC) by University of Linkoping, Sweden ,  in recognition of her contribution to adult education internationally.
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